
  



1. To form a contraction: 

don’t can’t wouldn’t 

2. To show possession 

John’s car    the boy’s bike    



In a contraction, two words are combined 

into  one shorter form. 

you + 

are 
you’re 

The apostrophe almost always marks 

where a  letter or letters have been 

taken out to form  the new word. 



do + not donot don’t 



aren’t = are not  

can’t = can not   

didn’t = did not   

he’s = he is 

I’d = I would, I had   

it’s = it is 

let’s  = let us 

she’ll = she will 

we’ve = we have 

would’ve = would  have 

you’re = you are 

Won’t = will not 



•Possessives are words used to show 

ownership  or belonging. Like contractions, 

they’re also  formed with the apostrophe. 

• Example: Dr. Perera’s laptop 

• the laptop belongs to Dr. Perera 

• Dr. Perera owns the laptop. 



Notice that the apostrophe in possessive  
words does NOT stand for an omitted  letter 

like it does in contractions. 

 
don’t (missing ) 

 
dog’s tail  
(no missing  letter, the tail 
belongs to  the dog) 



The students’ bags were stolen from the  

classroom during the interval. 

• If the word does not end in –s, add ’s: 

The instructor’s parking permit was stolen. 





ALERT 
Some words are possessive without  the 

apostrophe. These words are the  

possessive pronouns: 

my, mine  

his  

her, hers  

your, yours  

our, ours  

their, theirs 
whose 

Tip:  

Be careful  not to 

confuse it’s  and 

its. 

it’s = it is 



 



1.This is………………..  book. (Peter) 

2.Let's go to the …………. (Smiths) 

3.The …… room is upstairs. (children) 

4. …….sister is twelve years old. (John) 

5. ………and………….school is 

old. (Susan – Steve) 



1. ………shoes are on the second 

floor. (men) 

2.My …………… car was not 

expensive. (parents) 

3. ……………..CD player is new. (Charles) 

4.This is the ………….. bike. (boy) 

5.These are the……………  pencils. (boys) 



Fill in the blanks using words with an apostrophe. The example shows 

you how: 

The leaves belong to the tree. The tree's leaves were falling off. 

  

1. The ball belonged to the children. The ………………..ball was lost in 

the garden. 

  

2. The pen belongs to the teacher. The ………… pen is lying on the floor. 

  

3. The flower belonged to Emily. ……………..flower was beautiful. 

  

4. Tim had a house. …………………….house was spacious. 

  

5. Father had a hobby. ……………………..hobby was painting. 
  



Use the right spelling for the contractions. Remember the apostrophe 

takes the place of the missing letter or letters. 
  

1. I (did not) ……………….have a pencil yesterday. 

  

2. (You are) ………………..my best friend. 

  

3. (He would) …………… often come to my garden. 

  

4. (She is) ……………. the most intelligent girl in her class. 

  

5. We (can not)  …………..miss our English lesson. 
  



6.(I had) …………………not bought a house yet. 

  

7. (We have) ………………..to meet her tomorrow. 

  

8. (I will) ………………..give her a gift on her birthday. 

  

9. You (will not) ……………….tell her our secret. 

  

10. I (would not)…………………..make such a mistake. 
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